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INTRODUCTION

❑Deaf-Blindness is a unique sensory impairment that affects

individuals with both hearing and vision loss.

❑People with deaf-blindness experience challenges in

communication, mobility, and accessing information.

❑In this presentation, we will explore the characteristics, causes,

and support strategies for individuals with deaf-blindness.



DEAF-BLINDNESS

❑Deaf-Blindness refers to a unique condition in which an individual experiences

both significant hearing loss and vision impairment. It is a dual sensory

impairment that affects a person's ability to communicate, access information,

and navigate the environment. Deaf-Blindness can vary in degrees, ranging

from mild to profound hearing and vision loss. The condition poses significant

challenges to individuals, requiring specialized support, communication

strategies, and adaptations to enable them to engage with the world effectively.



STANDARD DEFINITION

• The definition of deaf-blindness varies depending on the source.

❑The World Health Organization (WHO) defines deaf-blindness as "a condition

in which a person has a significant loss of both hearing and vision, which causes

major communication and other developmental, educational, and lifelong

challenges."

❑The National Center on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB) defines deaf-blindness as "a

condition in which a person has significant hearing and vision loss that causes

severe communication and other developmental and educational needs."



CHARACTERISTICS OF DEAF-BLINDNESS

❑Individuals with deaf-blindness have varying degrees of

hearing and vision loss.

❑They may rely on touch, taste, smell, and residual vision or

hearing for communication and gathering information.

❑Deaf-blindness can impact social interaction, education,

employment, and daily activities.



CAUSES OF DEAF-BLINDNESS

❑Deaf-Blindness can be congenital or acquired.

❑Congenital causes include genetic conditions, prenatal infections, and syndromes.

❑Acquired causes can result from accidents, illnesses, or age-related conditions.

❑Genetic conditions: Some genetic conditions, such as Usher syndrome and Waardenburg syndrome, can cause

deaf-blindness.

❑Birth defects: Some birth defects, such as anencephaly and microphthalmia, can cause deaf-blindness.

❑Infections: Some infections, such as rubella, cytomegalovirus, and toxoplasmosis, can cause deaf-blindness.

❑Diseases: Some diseases, such as meningitis, retinitis pigmentosa, and glaucoma, can cause deaf-blindness.

❑Trauma: Some traumas, such as head injuries and brain injuries, can cause deaf-blindness.



COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

• Tactile Signing: The use of sign language by placing hands on top of the

signer's hands.

• Finger Spelling: Tracing letters on the palm to convey words or concepts.

• Braille: A system of raised dots representing letters and numbers, enabling

tactile reading and writing.

• Assistive Technology: Devices such as text-to-speech or braille displays that

facilitate communication.



MOBILITY AND ORIENTATION

❑Orientation and Mobility (O&M) training help individuals with

deaf-blindness navigate their environment safely.

❑Techniques include using canes, guide dogs, landmarks, and

spatial awareness.

❑Environmental modifications, such as tactile markers and audible

signals, can aid in mobility and orientation.



SUPPORT STRATEGIES

• Individualized Education Plan (IEP): Tailored educational plans that address a

student's unique needs.

• Adaptive Technology: Devices and software that enhance accessibility and

independence.

• Support Service Providers: Trained professionals who assist individuals with

deaf-blindness in various settings.

• Sensory Integration: Strategies that combine sensory information to enhance

communication and understanding.



CONCLUSION

❑Deaf-Blindness is a sensory impairment that affects both hearing and

vision.

❑Individuals with deaf-blindness face communication, mobility, and

information access challenges.

❑By employing appropriate communication strategies, mobility training,

and support services, we can enhance the quality of life for individuals

with deaf-blindness.



THANK YOU
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